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OGDENINTERNATIONAL




April 17th, 2017

Dear Ogden Families & Students:
The next novel our class will be reading together is entitled Daniel Half Human by David Chotjewitz (translated from German to English by Doris Orgel). To accompany their reading of the novel, students will learn about the context of 1933 Germany, the history that led to the Nazis gaining power, and the events of the 1930’s that led to the Holocaust.

ISBN-10: 0689857489

ISBN-13: 978-0689857485
At the dawn of Hitler's rise to power in Germany in 1933 and a period of the most brutal, aggressive anti-Semitism the world has ever seen, two boys swear eternal brotherhood by slitting their wrists and mingling their blood. Having experienced so much together, even a night in jail after painting a swastika on a wall in the hated Communist section of Hamburg, Daniel and Armin had become the best of friends. 

But then, with the scar on his wrist still healing, Daniel receives some life-altering news: He is half-Jewish, and as such, half-hated by a growing number of neighbors, teachers, and friends. Quickly, he decides to keep his identity a secret, conspiring with Armin to join the Hitler Youth -- but only one of them can, and will, join, with terrible consequences. 
Students should purchase or borrow a copy of the book by Wednesday, April 26th. Copies are available to purchase online through Amazon, Barnes and Noble, and other sources. Students can request that Mr. Wagner order a copy for them before spring break begins April 15th. The Barnes and Noble store at State and Elm will have a few of copies as well specially for Ogden students. If you have concerns regarding our reading of this novel, please feel free to contact Mr. Wagner using the information below. Additionally, the back of this hand-out contains more information about our unit and opportunities for families to participate in our learning. I thank you for your attention and consideration in our partnership for your child’s education. 

Sincerely,

Mr. Jeffrey S. Wagner, NBCT



jswagner1@cps.edu  
www.wagnersela.weebly.com    773-534-0866 (extension 14266).
Mr. Wagner’s 4th Quarter Unit

To accompany the reading of David Chotjewitz’s Daniel Half Human, students will answer many unit questions that they will create themselves in order to learn about the conditions and events in German history and politics that led to World War II the Holocaust.
I welcome your active participation in the students’ learning if you are available to volunteer. Below are options to volunteer to help your child’s class learn throughout the unit. Place a check mark next to any options to indicate how you are able to volunteer. Thank you for your time!

How are you available?

_______ I can volunteer to speak to the students during the school day (between 9:00 am and 1:30 pm).

_______ I can film myself or Skype / Google Hangouts into the classroom to present.

_______ I can write a short passage for the students to read and annotate.

What can you teach the students?

_______ I can present/teach about Jewish traditions.
_______ I can present/teach my perspective about the Holocaust and the importance of   knowing the historical events that contributed to the event.
_______ I can present/teach about genocide or bias-motivated violence.

_______ I can present/teach about personal experiences with bias-motivated violence or genocide.

_______ I can teach the students about privilege and its associated responsibilities.

_______ I can present/teach about being a global citizen. 

_______ I can volunteer time to help students take action after they have decided what it means to be a global citizen. 
_______ I have another idea/a recommendation for a community member who could help:______ 


______________________________________________________________________________
If you can volunteer, please indicate below the best way to get into contact with you. 
Volunteer’s Name:___________________________ Student’s name:______________________ 
Email:____________________________________ Phone: __________________________ 
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