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Individual Poetry 
Name:___________________


Directions: Follow the steps below to add important information to your notes. Then, follow the steps to analyze your poem. 
A. Look at the rubric for reading poetry and how it compares to your poetry pre-test. (Non-fiction portion on the back will apply to the next poem you read and annotate.) Add any important information it gives you to your composition book.

B. Add the following steps to analyze a poem to your notes in your composition book if you did not already. 


1. Read the poem once through without writing on it. Let the sound and flow of it strike 
you before you start picking it apart.



2. Identify and interpret (write on the poem or on another sheet you would turn in) the 
meaning of unfamiliar words and phrases. Even if they’re familiar to you, if they are not 
typical or normal usages of words and groups of words, interpret. 


3. Identify any figurative language and literary devices by their type (simile, metaphor, 
symbol, etc.) and (rhyme scheme, alliteration, etc.) and interpret what that figurative 
language means literally. Again, this should be written on the poem or on another 
piece 
of paper clearly.

4. Next, go stanza-by-stanza and write what each may mean, clearly labeling those 
annotations as stanza annotations. 


5. Finally, add the meaning of phrases, figurative language, and individual stanzas 
together to make a meaning of the poem that clearly comes from the different parts that 
you identified and explained. The meaning of the poem should refer specifically to word 
choices, pieces of figurative language, literary devices, and specific stanzas. Consider this 
like a math problem that you HAVE to show your work on. 

C. Add the figurative language definitions and examples to your notes. 

D. Add the literary devices definitions to your notes. 
E. Use your assigned poems and the steps you placed in your notes to create a thorough and supported meaning of a new poem.

F. If finished, silently read from your independent reading novel. 

Figurative Language

Simile Definition

A simile is a figure of speech that makes a comparison, showing similarities between two different things. Unlike a metaphor, a simile draws resemblance with the help of the words “like” or “as”. Therefore, it is a direct comparison. He’s as slow as a snail. 
Metaphor Definition

Metaphor is a figure of speech which makes an implicit, implied or hidden comparison between two things that are unrelated but share some common characteristics. In other words, a resemblance of two contradictory or different objects is made based on a single or some common characteristics. “He is a beast.”
Personification Definition
Personification is a figure of speech in which a thing, an idea or an animal is given human attributes. The non-human objects are portrayed in such a way that we feel they have the ability to act like human beings. “The sky weeps.” Only humans cry and know they’re doing it. 
Hyperbole Definition
Hyperbole, derived from a Greek word meaning “over-casting” is a figure of speech, which involves an exaggeration of ideas for the sake of emphasis. “This is taking forever.”
Literary Devices
Imagery Definition

Imagery means to use figurative language to represent objects, actions and ideas in such a way that it appeals to our physical senses. “It was dark and dim in the forest.”

Alliteration Definition

Alliteration is derived from Latin’s “Latira”. It means “letters of alphabet”. It is a stylistic device in which a number of words, having the same first consonant sound, occur close together in a series. “Sally said Sara sees seven seals.”

Harlem

BY LANGSTON HUGHES
What happens to a dream deferred?

      Does it dry up

      like a raisin in the sun?

      Or fester like a sore—

      And then run?

      Does it stink like rotten meat?

      Or crust and sugar over—

      like a syrupy sweet?

      Maybe it just sags

      like a heavy load.

      Or does it explode?
	Words and phrases


	Meaning

	Figurative language and literary devices and type


	Meaning



	Stanzas = annotate right on the poem!


	Stanza meaning = annotate right on the poem

	Meaning of the whole poem


	How word choices, figurative language, literary devices, and stanza meaning helped you write your meaning.




Figurative Language

Personification Definition

Personification is a figure of speech in which a thing, an idea or an animal is given human attributes. The non-human objects are portrayed in such a way that we feel they have the ability to act like human beings. “The sky weeps.” Only humans cry and know they’re doing it. 

Hyperbole Definition

Hyperbole, derived from a Greek word meaning “over-casting” is a figure of speech, which involves an exaggeration of ideas for the sake of emphasis. “This is taking forever.”
Idiom Definition

The term refers to a set expression or a phrase comprising two or more words. An interesting fact regarding the device is that the expression is not interpreted literally. The phrase is understood as to mean something quite different from what individual words of the phrase would imply. Alternatively, it can be said that the phrase is interpreted in a figurative sense. Further, idioms vary in different cultures and countries. “That swag is off the hook.”

Irony Definition

Irony is a figure of speech in which words are used in such a way that their intended meaning is different from the actual meaning of the words. It may also be a situation that may end up in quite a different way than what is generally anticipated. In simple words, it is a difference between the appearance and the reality. “I hate slobs,” he said with a big mustard stain on his shirt.
Literary Devices
Alliteration Definition

Alliteration is derived from Latin’s “Latira”. It means “letters of alphabet”. It is a stylistic device in which a number of words, having the same first consonant sound, occur close together in a series. “Sally said Sara sees seven seals.”

Assonance Definition

Assonance takes place when two or more words close to one another repeat the same vowel sound but start with different consonant sounds. “Men sell the wedding bells.”
Consonance Definition

Consonance refers to repetitive sounds produced by consonants within a sentence or phrase. This repetition often takes place in quick succession such as in pitter, patter. “Chuckle, pickle, kick.”

O Daedalus, Fly Away Home

For Maia and Julie) 

                       Drifting night in the Georgia pines, 
                       coonskin drum and jubilee banjo. 
                               Pretty Malinda, dance with me. 

                       Night is juba, night is congo. 
                               Pretty Malinda, dance with me. 

                       Night is an African juju man 
                       weaving a wish and a weariness together 
                               to make two wings. 

                       O fly away home fly away 

                       Do you remember Africa? 

                               O cleave the air fly away home 

                       My gran, he flew back to Africa, 
                       just spread his arms and 
                               flew away home. 

                       Drifting night in the windy pines; 
                       night is laughing, night is a longing. 
                               Pretty Malinda, come to me. 

                       Night is a mourning juju man 
                       weaving a wish and a weariness together 
                               to make two wings. 

                               O fly away home fly away

Afro-American Fragment

So long,
So far away
Is Africa.
Not even memories alive
Save those that history books create,
Save those that songs
Beat back into the blood–
Beat out of blood with words sad-sung
In strange un-Negro tongue–
So long,
So far away
Is Africa.

Subdued and time-lost
Are the drums–and yet
Through some vast mist of race
There comes this song
I do not understand,
This song of atavistic land,
Of bitter yearnings lost
Without a place–
So long,
So far away
Is Africa's
Dark face.

