September 11th, 2017
Ogden Families,
The first novel our class will be reading is The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros.  This acclaimed novel is beloved by readers of all ages.  Taught everywhere from inner-city grade schools to universities across the country and translated all over the world, The House on Mango Street is an exemplar of the themes that we explore in literature that are often universal and transcend exterior boundaries.  
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The House on Mango Street  ISBN: 13: 9780446310789




Author: Sandra Cisneros 




List Price: $10.99, Paperback




Prices may vary. Other editions of the same book are acceptable. 
Sometimes heartbreaking, sometimes deeply joyous, the House on Mango Street tells the story of Esperanza Cordero, whose neighborhood is one of harsh realities and harsh beauty.  Esperanza doesn’t want to belong – not to her rundown neighborhood, and not to the low expectations the world has for her. Esperanza’s story is that of a young girl coming into her power, and inventing for herself what she will become.  

As part of Ogden’s Language and Literature policy, I ask that you and your child acquire a copy of this book. It should be available at most local book stores such as Barnes and Nobel. Also, feel free to borrow a copy from a library, purchase a copy through online sources such as Amazon, or you may purchase an electronic copy to be used on tablets, phones, or Kindles. Mr. Wagner requires a note from families that both gives permission for your child to use the device in class and states that the device is not his responsibility if lost, broken, or stolen. The final option is to rent one of Mr. Wagner’s copies for $2. There are a limited number of copies reserved for families that may not be able to get the book otherwise, and may be reserved when your child asks Mr. Wagner when it is not their assigned class time (before school, before lunch, after school, or via email.)
The book must be acquired by Tuesday, September 19th. 
If a parent/guardian feels that their student should not be exposed to this material, please feel free to send me a written notice.  I thank you for your attention and consideration in our partnership for your child’s education. 
Sincerely,

Mr. Jeffrey S. Wagner, NBCT
jswagner1@cps.edu
(773) 534-0866 extension 14266
Ogden Families,
I’m writing to explain a new grading system I am using called standards-based grading. The process below explains how it will work.

	Standards-Based Grading

	Standards based grading will be used for nearly ever assignment this year in Mr. Wagner’s class. The standards can be found at http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/ .Here is a step-by-step process for how that will work. 

1. Student reads, annotates, and understands a common core standard in literacy. 

2. Student learns what is expected to fulfill the standard.

3. Students create the rubric for how they will be graded (will gradually begin).

4. Student performs an assignment or task to prove he/she has mastered the standard.

5. Mr. Wagner uses the rubric to decide if the standard is fulfilled.

6. The grade book will not contain assignment names, but will be a list of standards. 

7A. If the student is successful, the grade is entered in the grade book under the corresponding standard and will most likely not change for the semester. Standard will look like CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.8.1.
7B. If the student needs more practice to master the standard, a tentative grade will be entered in the grade book under the appropriate standard.

8A. The successful student will move on to another standard.

8B. Students will have multiple opportunities to earn a new grade for any standard.

9. When families wonder about grades, they will not look for assignments in the grade book but standards and skills that can be worked on.

10. Mr. Wagner is trying this out for the first time and will welcome feedback and continue to refine the process.

11. Homework completion and participation will receive period small grades to indicate progress in those areas that are outside of standards.


Additionally, I will be using www.wagnersela.weebly.com to post daily goals, agendas, and downloadable assignment sheets and rubrics under the class tabs by period. Posted on the home page is the course syllabus as a PDF (which explains policies such as grading). If you would like a hard-copy of the syllabus, please send a request, and I will provide one for you. Questions are always welcome to be sent to jswagner1@cps.edu , and thank you for all that you do and have done for your adolescent.
Sincerely,

Mr. Jeff Wagner, NBCT
