	Argumentative Essay  Rubric
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Introduction

Begins with a sentence that captures audience’s attention (zinger).
Thesis statement answers prompt and provides three supporting reasons.
	Zinger captures audience’s attention by providing relevant information.

Thesis answers prompt by answering the question being asked and gives three reasons that logically support the claim. 
	 Zinger captures audience’s attention by providing irrelevant information.
Thesis answers prompt and gives fewer than three reasons that logically support the claim
	Zinger does not capture audience’s attention.
Thesis does not answer prompt

OR

Thesis does not include supporting reasons. 
	No zinger and no thesis are written. 
OR 

Essay begins with first body paragraph.

OR

Only one paragraph is written. 

	Body Paragraphs

Topic sentence explains the supporting reason.
Textual Evidence supports the reasons with evidence from fiction 
Connecting sentence explains how the textual evidence proves that the thesis is true.
Transition sentence introduces the next supporting reason.

	Topic sentence explains the first supporting reason given in the thesis.

Text Evidence 

introduced with the authors name / present tense verb. Evidence from fiction supports the reason with logic. 

Connecting sentence explains how the textual evidence proves that the thesis is true.

Transition sentence introduces the next supporting reason.
	Topic sentence does not explain the first supporting reason given in the thesis.
Text evidence is not introduced with authors name and a present tense verb.

Evidence does not support claim. 

Connecting sentence does not explain how text evidence proves the thesis to be true. 

Transition does not introduce the next supporting reason.
	There is no topic sentence before quotation.

There is no text evidence from fiction.  
There is no connecting sentence.
There is no transition. 
	There are no body paragraphs
OR

Essay is only the introduction

OR

Only one paragraph is written. 

	Conclusion

Thesis reworded as first sentence to remind audience answer to prompt.
Clincher is a final statement that provides audience motivation to continue thinking about topic.
	Rewords thesis as answer to the prompt.
Clincher motivates audience to continue thinking about answer to the prompt.
	 Repeats thesis word-for-word from introduction.
Clincher does not prompt audience to continue to think about the answer to the prompt. 
	There is no thesis.
There is no clincher.
	No thesis and  No clincher

OR 

Only one paragraph is written

	Spelling, Grammar, Punctuation
	Fewer than 5

errors
	Between 6 and

10 errors
	Between 11-15

Errors
	More than 15 errors

	Answers prompt/question thoroughly
	Both parts of question answered 
	One part of two part prompt answered correctly
	Answer is incorrect
	Question not answered


_____________/ 20 =  ___________%

Name: ____________________________________________
	Literary Analysis Essay  Rubric
	4
	3
	2
	1-0

	Prewriting
	Prompt annotated and graphic organizer created and filled in
	Prompt rewritten and graphic organizer created
	Prompt annotated  OR G.O. created
	Neither done

	Introduction

Begins with a sentence that captures audience’s attention (zinger).

Thesis statement answers prompt and provides three supporting reasons in one sentence.
	Zinger captures audience’s attention by providing relevant information.

Thesis answers prompt by answering the question being asked and gives three reasons that logically support the claim. 

Is one sentence.
	 Zinger captures audience’s attention by providing irrelevant information.

Thesis answers prompt and gives fewer than three reasons that logically support the claim
	Zinger does not capture audience’s attention.

Thesis does not answer prompt

OR

Thesis does not include supporting reasons. OR

Thesis is more than one sentence
	No zinger and no thesis are written. 

OR 

Essay begins with first body paragraph.

OR

Only one paragraph is written. 

	Body Paragraphs

Topic sentence explains the supporting reason.

Textual Evidence supports the reasons with evidence from fiction 

Connecting sentence explains how the textual evidence proves that the thesis is true.

Transition sentence introduces the next supporting reason.


	Topic sentence explains reasons given in the thesis in order.

Text Evidence 

introduced with the author’s/speaker’s name and a present tense verb. Evidence from fiction supports the reason with logic. 

Connecting sentence explains how the textual evidence proves that the thesis is true.

Transition sentence introduces the next supporting reason.
	Topic sentence does not explain supporting reasons or are out of order.
Text evidence is not introduced with authors name and a present tense verb.

Evidence does not support claim. 

Connecting sentence does not explain how text evidence proves the thesis to be true. 

Transition does not introduce the next supporting reason.
	There is no topic sentence before quotation.

There is no text evidence from fiction.  

There is no connecting sentence.

There is no transition. 
	There are no body paragraphs

OR

Essay is only the introduction

OR

Only one paragraph is written. 

	Conclusion

Thesis reworded as first sentence to remind audience answer to prompt.

Clincher is a final statement that provides audience motivation to continue thinking about topic.
	Rewords thesis as answer to the prompt.

Clincher motivates audience to continue thinking about answer to the prompt.
	 Repeats thesis word-for-word from introduction.

Clincher does not prompt audience to continue to think about the answer to the prompt. 
	There is no thesis.

There is no clincher.
	No thesis and  No clincher

OR 

Only one paragraph is written

	Formal Voice
	Maintains formal voice at all times
	
	Some informal  language
	Many examples of informal language

	Spelling, Grammar, Punctuation
	Fewer than 5

errors
	Between 6 and

10 errors
	Between 11-15

Errors
	More than 15 errors

	Answers prompt/question thoroughly
	Shows learning about unit question 
	Shows some learning about unit question
	Shows answer to unit question
	Prompt not answered


_____________/ 28 =  ___________%

Name: ____________________________________________
	Argumentative Essay  Rubric (Non-fiction)
	4
	3
	2
	1-0

	Prewriting
	Prompt annotated and GO created and filled in
	Prompt rewritten and GO created
	Prompt annotated  OR G.O. created
	Neither done

	Introduction

Begins with a sentence that captures audience’s attention (zinger).

Thesis statement answers prompt and provides three supporting reasons in one sentence.
	Zinger captures audience’s attention by providing relevant information.

Thesis answers prompt by answering the question being asked and gives three reasons that logically support the claim. 

Is one sentence.
	 Zinger captures audience’s attention by providing irrelevant information.

Thesis answers prompt and gives fewer than three reasons that logically support the claim
	Zinger does not capture audience’s attention.

Thesis does not answer prompt

OR

Thesis does not include supporting reasons. OR

Thesis is more than one sentence
	No zinger and no thesis are written. 

OR 

Essay begins with first body paragraph.

OR

Only one paragraph is written. 

	Body Paragraphs

Topic sentence explains the supporting reason.

Textual Evidence supports the reasons with evidence from fiction 

Connecting sentence explains how the textual evidence proves that the thesis is true.

Transition sentence introduces the next supporting reason.
	Topic sentence explains reasons given in the thesis in order.

Text Evidence 

Introduced with the author’s or organization’s  name / present tense verb. Evidence supports the reason with logic. 

Connecting sentence explains how the textual evidence proves that the thesis is true.

Transition sentence introduces the next supporting reason.
	Topic sentence does not explain supporting reasons or are out of order.
Text evidence is not introduced with authors name and a present tense verb.

Evidence does not support claim. 

Connecting sentence does not explain how text evidence proves the thesis to be true. 

Transition does not introduce the next supporting reason.
	There is no topic sentence before quotation.

There is no text evidence from non-fiction.  

There is no connecting sentence.

There is no transition. 
	There are no body paragraphs

OR

Essay is only the introduction

OR

Only one paragraph is written. 

	Counterclaim / Counterargument Body Paragraph
	Opposing claims are introduced respectfully.

Each possible counter claim has a logical explanation for why it is not correct with evidence.
	Opposing claims are introduced with some respect.

Each possible counter claim has a logical explanation for why it is not correct with evidence.
	Opposing claims are completely treated disrespectfully, little explanation and no evidence given to why it is wrong.
	No counterclaim paragraph

	Conclusion

Thesis reworded as first sentence to remind audience answer to prompt.

Clincher is a final statement that provides audience motivation to continue thinking about topic.
	Rewords thesis as answer to the prompt.

Clincher motivates audience to continue thinking about answer to the prompt
	Repeats thesis word-for-word from introduction.

Clincher does not prompt audience to continue to think about the answer to the prompt.
	There is no thesis.

There is no clincher.
	No thesis and  No clincher

OR 

Only one paragraph is written

	Formal Voice
	Maintains formal voice  all times, no “I”/ slang
	
	Some “I” and informal  language
	“I” appears 5 or more times, slang included

	Spelling, Grammar, Punctuation
	Fewer than 5

errors
	Between 6 and

10 errors
	Between 11-15

Errors
	More than 15 errors

	Answers prompt/question thoroughly
	Both parts of question answered 
	One part of prompt answered correctly
	Answer is incorrect
	Question not answered


	Name:


	_____/32
	
	
	

	Writing Final Argumentative Rubric
	4
	3
	2
	1-0

	Prewriting
	Prompt annotated and graphic organizer created and filled in
	Prompt rewritten and graphic organizer created
	Prompt annotated  OR G.O. created
	Neither done

	Introduction

Begins with a sentence that captures audience’s attention (zinger).

Thesis statement answers prompt and provides three supporting reasons in one sentence.
	Zinger captures audience’s attention by providing relevant information.

Thesis answers prompt by answering the question being asked and gives three reasons that logically support the claim. 

Is one sentence.
	 Zinger captures audience’s attention by providing irrelevant information.

Thesis answers prompt and gives fewer than three reasons that logically support the claim
	Zinger does not capture audience’s attention.

Thesis does not answer prompt

OR

Thesis does not include supporting reasons. OR

Thesis is more than one sentence
	No zinger and no thesis are written. 

OR 

Essay begins with first body paragraph.

OR

Only one paragraph is written. 

	Body Paragraphs

Topic sentence explains the supporting reason.

Textual Evidence supports the reasons with evidence from fiction 

Connecting sentence explains how the textual evidence proves that the thesis is true.

Transition sentence introduces the next supporting reason.
	Topic sentence explains reasons given in the thesis in order.

Text Evidence 

introduced with the classmate’s author’s or organization’s  name. Evidence supports the reason with logic. 

Connecting sentence explains how the evidence proves that the thesis is true.

Transition sentence introduces the next supporting reason.
	Topic sentence does not explain supporting reasons or are out of order.
Text evidence is not introduced with name 
Evidence does not support claim. 

Connecting sentence does not explain how evidence proves the thesis to be true. 

Transition does not introduce the next supporting reason.
	There is no topic sentence before quotation.

There is no evidence from any source
There is no connecting sentence.

There is no transition. 
	There are no body paragraphs

OR

Essay is only the introduction

OR

Only one paragraph is written. 

	Counterclaim / Counterargument Body Paragraph
	Opposing claims are introduced respectfully.

Possible counter claims represent what some one really could say to disagree.
	Opposing claims are introduced with some respect.

Counterclaims are illogically stated
	Opposing claims are completely treated disrespectfully, and no particular claims from essay are actually countered.
	No counterclaim paragraph

	Conclusion

Thesis reworded as first sentence to remind audience answer to prompt.

Clincher is a final statement that provides audience motivation to continue thinking about topic.
	Rewords thesis as answer to the prompt.

Clincher motivates audience to continue thinking about answer to the prompt
	Repeats thesis word-for-word from introduction.

Clincher does not prompt audience to continue to think about the answer to the prompt.
	There is no thesis.

There is no clincher.
	No thesis and  No clincher

OR 

Only one paragraph is written

	Formal Voice
	Maintains formal voice at all times, no slang present
	
	Some informal  language
	A lot of informal tone slang also included

	Spelling, Grammar, Punctuation
	Fewer than 3
errors
	Between 4 and

7 errors
	Between 8-10
Errors
	More than 10 errors

	Answers prompt/question thoroughly
	It is clear you learned about the unit question 
	It is somewhat clear you learned
	Your answer never changed
	Question not answered


Name:______________________________
 




_________/32

	Rough Draft
	4
	3
	2
	1-0

	Prewriting
	Prompt annotated and GO created and filled in
	Prompt rewritten and GO created
	Prompt annotated  OR G.O. created
	Neither done

	Introduction

Begins with a sentence that captures audience’s attention (zinger).

Thesis statement answers prompt and provides three supporting reasons in one sentence.
	Zinger captures audience’s attention by providing relevant information.

Thesis answers prompt by answering the question being asked and gives three reasons that logically support the claim.

Is one sentence.
	Zinger captures audience’s attention by providing irrelevant information.

Thesis answers prompt and gives fewer than three reasons that logically support the claim
	Zinger does not capture audience’s attention.

Thesis does not answer prompt

OR

Thesis does not include supporting reasons. OR

Thesis is more than one sentence
	No zinger and no thesis are written.

OR

Essay begins with first body paragraph.

OR

Only one paragraph is written.

	Body Paragraphs

Topic sentence explains the supporting reason.

Textual Evidence supports the reasons with evidence from fiction

Connecting sentence explains how the textual evidence proves that the thesis is true.

Transition sentence introduces the next supporting reason.
	Topic sentence explains reasons given in the thesis in order.

Text Evidence

Introduced with the author’s or organization’s  name / present tense verb. Evidence supports the reason with logic.

Connecting sentence explains how the textual evidence proves that the thesis is true.

Transition sentence introduces the next supporting reason.
	Topic sentence does not explain supporting reasons or are out of order.

Text evidence is not introduced with author’s name and a present tense verb.

Evidence does not support claim.

Connecting sentence does not explain how text evidence proves the thesis to be true.

Transition does not introduce the next supporting reason.
	There is no topic sentence before quotation.

There is no text evidence from non-fiction. 

There is no connecting sentence.

There is no transition.
	There are no body paragraphs

OR

Essay is only the introduction

OR

Only one paragraph is written.

	Reputable Sources Used
	3 Reputable Sources
	2 Reputable Sources
	1 Reputable Source OR Explanation unsatisfactory
	No Reputable Sources


	Counterclaim / Counterargument Body Paragraph
	Opposing claims are introduced respectfully.

Possible counter claims represent what some one really could say to disagree.
	Opposing claims are introduced with some respect.

Counterclaims are illogically stated
	Opposing claims are completely treated disrespectfully, and no particular claims from essay are actually countered.
	No counterclaim paragraph

	Conclusion

Thesis reworded as first sentence to remind audience answer to prompt.

Clincher is a final statement that provides audience motivation to continue thinking about topic.
	Rewords thesis as answer to the prompt.

Clincher motivates audience to continue thinking about answer to the prompt
	Repeats thesis word-for-word from introduction.

Clincher does not prompt audience to continue to think about the answer to the prompt.
	There is no thesis.

There is no clincher.
	No thesis and  No clincher

OR 

Only one paragraph is written

	Formal Voice
	Maintains formal voice at all times, no slang present
	
	Some informal  language
	A lot of informal tone slang also included

	Spelling, Grammar, Punctuation
	Fewer than 3
errors
	Between 4 and

7 errors
	Between 8-10
Errors
	More than 10 errors

	Answers prompt/question thoroughly
	It is clear you learned about the unit question 
	It is somewhat clear you learned
	Your answer never changed
	Question not answered


Name:______________________________
 




_________/32

	Argumentative Research Essay Rubric
	4
	3
	2
	1-0

	Prewriting
	Prompt annotated and graphic organizer created and filled in
	Prompt rewritten and graphic organizer created
	Prompt annotated  OR G.O. created
	Neither done

	Introduction

Begins with a sentence that captures audience’s attention (zinger).

Thesis statement answers prompt and provides three supporting reasons in one sentence.
	Zinger captures audience’s attention by providing relevant information.

Thesis answers prompt by answering the question being asked and gives two -three reasons that logically support the claim. 

Is one sentence.
	 Zinger captures audience’s attention by providing irrelevant information.

Thesis answers prompt and gives fewer than two reasons that logically support the claim
	Zinger does not capture audience’s attention.

Thesis does not answer prompt

OR

Thesis does not include supporting reasons. 
OR

Thesis is more than one sentence
	No zinger and no thesis are written. 

OR 

Essay begins with first body paragraph.

OR

Only one paragraph is written. 

	Body Paragraphs

Topic sentence explains the supporting reason.

Textual Evidence supports the reasons with evidence from fiction 

Connecting sentence explains how the textual evidence proves that the thesis is true.

Transition sentence introduces the next supporting reason.
	Topic sentence explains reasons given in the thesis in order.

Evidence supports the reason with logic. 
Connecting sentence explains how the evidence proves that the thesis is true.

Transition sentence introduces the next supporting reason.
	Topic sentence does not explain supporting reasons or are out of order.
Evidence does not support claim. 

Connecting sentence does not explain how evidence proves the thesis to be true. 

Transition does not introduce the next supporting reason.
	There is no topic sentence before quotation.

There is no evidence from any source

There is no connecting sentence.

There is no transition. 
	There are no body paragraphs

OR

Essay is only the introduction

OR

Only one paragraph is written. 

	Counterclaim / Counterargument Body Paragraph
	Opposing claims are introduced respectfully.

Possible counter claims represent what some one really could say to disagree.
	Opposing claims are introduced with some respect.

Counterclaims are illogically stated
	Opposing claims are completely treated disrespectfully, and no particular claims from essay are actually countered.
	No counterclaim paragraph

	Conclusion

Thesis reworded as first sentence to remind audience answer to prompt.

Clincher is a final statement that provides audience motivation to continue thinking about topic.
	Rewords thesis as answer to the prompt.

Clincher motivates audience to continue thinking about answer to the prompt
	Repeats thesis word-for-word from introduction.

Clincher does not prompt audience to continue to think about the answer to the prompt.
	There is no thesis.

There is no clincher.
	No thesis and  No clincher

OR 

Only one paragraph is written

	Formal Voice
	Maintains formal voice at all times, no slang present
	
	Some informal  language
	A lot of informal tone slang also included

	Spelling, Grammar, Punctuation
	Fewer than 3
errors
	Between 4 and

7 errors
	Between 8-10
Errors
	More than 10 errors

	Answers prompt/question thoroughly
	Answers all parts of prompts
	Answers part of prompt only
	
	Does not answer prompt


	Reputable Sources Used
	3 Reputable Sources
	2 Reputable Sources
	1 Reputable Source OR Explanation unsatisfactory
	No Reputable Sources

	Sources introduced correctly in body paragraphs
	Body paragraph includes authors, organizations, title of article, a present tense verb is used and why reputable
	Missing one
	Missing 2-3
	Sources not introduced

	Works Cited
	Sources are listed alphabetically by authors last name and are cited using correct MLA format
	Not alphabetical OR not cited correctly
	Sources not formatted nor in alphabetical order
	No works cited pages


Name:______________________________              _______/ 44  X2 = 




















________/88

	Final Comments




