February 1, 2017
Ogden Families,
The third major work our class will be reading is the play A Raisin in the Sun by Lorraine Hansberry. The preview from the back of the book notes, “First produced in 1959, A Raisin in the Sun was awarded the New York Drama Critics Circle Award and hailed as a watershed in American drama. Not only a pioneering work by an African-American playwright—Hansberry’s play was also a radically new representation of black life, resolutely authentic, fiercely unsentimental, and unflinching in its vision of what happens to people whose dreams are constantly deferred. In her portrait of an embattled Chicago family, Hansberry anticipated issues from generational clashes to the civil rights and women’s movements. She also posed the essential questions—about identity, justice, and moral responsibility—at the heart of these great struggles. The result is an American classic” (Vintage Books 1994). 

As part of Ogden’s Language and Literature policy, I ask that you and your adolescent acquire a copy of this play. It should be available at most local book stores such as Barnes and Nobel. Also, feel free to borrow a copy from a library or purchase a copy through online sources such as Amazon. Mr. Wagner will not be allowing electronic copies on any devices due to repeated abuses of this privilege! The final option is to rent one of Mr. Wagner’s copies for $2. There are about 30 copies available on a first come-first serve basis for 62 total students. If you are able to get the book, please do so. If you need a copy, please see / email Mr. Wagner as soon as possible.  
The book must be acquired by Friday, February 10th. 
Please see the backside of this letter for information about how to volunteer to help Mr. Wagner teach about race and gender during Black History Month and Women’s History Month. Thank you!
Sincerely,

Mr. Jeffrey S. Wagner, NBCT
jswagner1@cps.edu
(773) 534-0866 extension 14266
Mr. Wagner’s 3rd Quarter Unit: Black History Month and Women’s History Month
To accompany the reading of A Raisin in the Sun and selected poetry, students will learn about Chicago housing policies, efforts to create gender equality, and other history that will inform their reading. Mr. Wagner welcomes all families to volunteer to help him teach about historical or current issues of race and gender, and how creativity has helped create progress for our society. 
I welcome your active participation in the students’ learning if you are available to volunteer. Below are options to volunteer to help your child’s class learn throughout the unit. Place a check mark next to any options to indicate how you are able to volunteer, and Mr. Wagner will be in touch to coordinate. Thank you for your time!

How are you available?

_______ I can volunteer to speak to the students during the school day (10:00 am to 3:15 pm).
_______ I can film myself or Skype / Google Hangouts / Facetime into the classroom to present.

_______ I can write a short passage for the students to read and annotate.

What can you teach the students?

_______ I can present/teach about African-American culture, history, traditions, and/or 
current issues.

_______ I can present/teach about government housing practices in Chicago during the 1940’s—1960’s.

_______ I can present/teach about the history of the struggle for gender equality.
_______ I can present/teach about current issues or personal experiences with gender inequality.
_______ I can present/teach the students about privilege.
_______ I can present/teach about social justice. 

_______ I can present/teach about drama, poetry, or artistic creativity. 
_______ I have another idea or a recommendation for a community member who could help:______ 


______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

If you can volunteer, please indicate below the best way to get into contact with you. 

Volunteer’s Name:___________________________ Student’s name:______________________ 

Email:____________________________________ Phone: __________________________ 
A Raisin in the Sun  ISBN-13: 978-0679755333                                              


Playwright: Lorraine Hansberry 


List Price: $7.95, Paperback


Prices may vary. Other editions of the same book are acceptable. 


$2 to rent from Wagner who has 30 copies for 62 total students.








