Wagner
Sci-Fi Independent Project 1-12-17
Name:______________


Why do authors write science fiction stories? How are they communicating to us across time?
You will complete an independent reading project that has two goals.

1) Explain what your author is communicating by writing science fiction.

2) Review and solidify your knowledge of plot structure, theme, and characterization.

Use the checklist below to complete all parts of the project by Monday, January 23rd.

___ 1. Write a brief paragraph explaining the purpose of your author’s work of science fiction. What is the author trying to communicate to us? How does the genre of science fiction help the author communicate this to us? Consider what we’ve learned about why authors write science fiction. Hint = the video posted on my website under Monday, November 14th / your notes from that day!
___ 2. Create an original (you make it) work of art or other creative option to express the point your author was making in your silent reading book. Use the paragraph you wrote to know how to start or what to make, and use the list of options we make together to help you match your interests and abilities to your creative work. 

Example: Mr. Wagner’s silent reading book, Frankenstein, warns humans that if we think we can conquer all the world’s problems with reasonable thought and science, than we will deal with the bad consequences of being too confident and having too much pride in ourselves when things go horribly wrong. Science fiction helps communicate this because you need impossible technology (bringing dead to life) to show what can happen when we advance and think we can do anything. Mr. Wagner then writes the lyrics and music to a song called “The Monsters,” records it on his laptop, then hands in the music file and a print-out of the lyrics on the day the project is due. 
Artistic or Creative Options Brainstormed By the Class:

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

_ 3. Create a plot map and characterization chart for your novel that includes all of the following:

-Exposition, Rising Action, Climax, Falling Action, Conflict, Resolution, THEME, Dynamic Protagonist, 5 traits with text evidence for protagonist, Antagonist.
___4. If you have not yet proven you’ve read your silent reading book (20 point grade handed back 1-12-17), you need to make up for that by summarizing your novel and handing it back to Mr. Wagner as soon as possible!
