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Informational Writing and Presentation Projects
How am I an expert and how should I communicate my knowledge ? Our unit question asks us to figure out the ways in which all of us are exerts in something and what that means for sharing information. To help answer this question, you will type and illustrate an informational writing piece that satisfies the CCSS.Literacy.W.6.2ABCDEF standards. You will also create a 4-6 minute presentation with electronic visual aids. The text is due Friday, March 3rd. The presentations begin Friday, March 10th.
For the informational writing piece, you may revise, edit, and type your pretest/2nd draft or select a new topic. This should include the visual pieces that it wasn’t possible to hand-write as well as specific citations to any information you used that you needed to look up. An additional copy of the rubric should be handed out today.

For the presentation, the standards are below, and include how you should actively listen to others’ presentations. Visual aids shared on Google Drive and attached or placed in emails are due to jswagner1@cps.edu by 8:00 pm, Thursday night, March 9th. Visual aids given in hard-copy form, such as on flash drives, are due by 3:15pm, Thursday March 9th. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.6.4
Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and well-chosen details; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation.
	Presentation Standards
	4
	3
	2
	1-0

	Important Points Emphasized
	Goes into depth about the 3 steps or categories.
	Some categories are given more time than others.
	Categories and steps are unclear.
	There are no categories or steps.

	Evidence, Reasoning, and Details
	One source cited, all domain language defined, all details are relevant 
	One source cited, most domain language defined, most details are relevant
	No source cited, one domain language defined, few details are relevant
	No sources, definition, most of presentation is irrelevant 

	Eye-Contact
	Consistent = 10 times looking up or so. Lasts for more than a second each time.
	Fairly Consistent = 5-9 times looking up or so. Lasts for more than a second each time.
	Inconsistent = 1-4 times looking up or so. Lasts very briefly.
	Never looks up once.

	Volume and Pronunciation
	Is loud, can be heard, words are spoken clearly. Stays consistent entire time. 
	Is a bit too soft sometimes, and loud enough others. Pronunciation clear.
	Is almost always too soft to be heard in the back. Pronunciation a bit unclear. 
	Cannot be understood.

	Time
	4-6 minutes
	:30 seconds below or above
	1:00 below or above
	1:30 below or above


CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.6.5
Integrate multimedia and visual displays into presentations to clarify information, strengthen claims and evidence, and add interest.

	Electronic aid Presentation Standards
	4
	3
	2
	1-0

	Presentations Clarify
	No complete sentences, large font, color schemes are not distracting
	One complete sentence, smaller font, color schemes are a bit distracting
	Many complete sentences, small font, color schemes are  distracting
	No electronic component of presentation

	Information as Evidence
	Information on slides proves speaker’s points, at least one picture is used
	Information on slides proves some of speaker’s points, No picture used.
	Slides do not contain information or pictures. 
	No electronic component of presentation

	General Interest
	Attempt made to interest 11-12 year-olds. 
	Weak attempt made to interest 11-12 year-olds.
	No attempt made to interest 11-12 year-olds.
	No electronic component of presentation


CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.6.3
Delineate a speaker's argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning and relevance and sufficiency of the evidence and identifying when irrelevant evidence is introduced.
	Listening to others’ presentation
	4
	3
	2
	1-0

	Record topic
	Record topic for all other members of class
	Record topic for most other members of class
	Record topic for some other members of class
	Record topic for no other members of class

	Record categories/steps
	Record category for all other members of class
	Record category for most other members of class
	Record category for some other members of class
	Record category for no other members of class

	Decide if all relevant
	One sentence explains if all information given was relevant for all members of class
	One sentence explains if all information given was relevant for some members of class
	One sentence explains if all information given was relevant for a few members of class
	No explanation given 


CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.2.A
Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and information into broader categories; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.
	Intro rubric ____/16
	4
	3
	2
	1-0

	Introduction of topic is clear 
	All parts of topic are introduced
	Some parts of topic are introduced
	No parts of topic are introduced
	There is only one paragraph

	Previews organization of categories or steps
	Audience knows categories or steps writing will follow
	N/A
	Audience does not know categories/ steps writing will follow
	There is only one paragraph

	Use a title and headings or other formatting
	Writing as an engaging and relevant title
	Title is somewhat relevant or engaging
	No title
	There is only one paragraph

	Multimedia aids audience comprehension
	Visual aid is necessary for audience to understand 
	Visual aid is somewhat necessary for audience to understand 
	Visual aid is not necessary for audience to understand
	There is only one paragraph


CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.2.B
Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples.
	Develop Rubric ____/16
	4
	3
	2
	1-0

	Facts are relevant
	Facts are always relevant
	Facts are sometimes relevant
	Facts are never relevant 
	No facts

	Facts are chosen with intent and purpose 
	Facts are chosen on purpose to help inform 
	Facts are chosen that somewhat help inform 
	Facts Don’t inform 
	No facts

	Definitions and concrete details
	Definitions and concrete details are accurate
	Definitions and concrete details are somewhat accurate
	Definitions and concrete details are not accurate
	No definitions or details

	Quotes and citations
	Sources are cited when author needs support
	Sources are cited when author does not need support
	Sources of quotes are not cited
	No quotes from sources


CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.2.C
Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts.
	Transition rubric _____/12
	4
	3-2
	1-0

	Transitions are varied 
	Transitions are never repeated
	Some transitions appear again
	There are no transitions

	Transitions create cohesion
	Transitions always create cohesion (togetherness of ideas)
	Transitions sometimes create cohesion (togetherness of ideas)
	There are no transitions

	Transitions clarify relationships
	Transitions tie together different categories or steps
	Transitions do not tie together different categories or steps
	There are no transitions


CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.2.D
Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.
	Language and Vocabulary _____/8
	4
	3-2
	1-0

	Domain specific vocab/language
	Terms are used and explained that only mean what they mean in the context of your topic 
	Terms are sometimes used and explained that only mean what they mean in the context of your topic 
	There is no domain-specific language. 

	Terms help inform audience
	Terms help inform audience
	Terms don’t help inform audience
	 There is no domain-specific language. 


CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.2.E
Establish and maintain a formal style.
	Formal Style Rubric ___/4
	4
	3-2
	1-0

	Formal style maintained
	Slang is avoided, diction is elevated, sentence structures are mature
	Sometimes slang is avoided, diction is elevated, sentence structures are mature
	Never slang is avoided, diction is elevated, sentence structures are mature


CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.2.F
Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented.
	Conclusion rubric ___/8
	4
	3-2
	1-0

	Conclusion follows from topic
	Categories and steps are brought back together as one
	Categories and steps are somewhat brought back together as one
	Categories and steps are not brought back together as one

	Answers “So What?”
	So What? answer is clear. You explain why it matters. 
	So What? Answer is unclear.
	There is no answer to So What? 
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