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Independent Reading Cycle #1 Theme and Plot Project

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.8.5
Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts and analyze how the differing structure of each text contributes to its meaning and style.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.8.2
Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the text.
Directions: Use the checklist below to ensure you have completed all parts of the plot and theme project. They may be hand-written or typed. Please keep all parts of the project together! Due November 2nd = no redoes!!! Each day late subtracts a letter grade. 
___1. Create a plot map for your silent reading book. Feel free to use a blank piece of paper or a pre-printed map.

___2. Create a plot map for The House on Mango Street. Feel free to use a blank piece of paper or a pre-printed map.

___3. Use your plot map to create the theme of your silent reading book. Explain how conflict/resolution and dynamic characterization helped you write the theme. (Hint = use your returned theme work and rubric from short stories!!!!) Draft due Weds. 10-26.
___4. Use your plot map to create the theme of The House on Mango Street. Explain how conflict/resolution and dynamic characterization helped you write the theme. (Hint = use your returned theme work and rubric from short stories!!!!)

___5. Compare and contrast the structure of your silent reading book and The House on Mango Street in two well-developed paragraphs. The plot maps should definitely help you see how they are the same and/or different. 
___6. Decide how the different structures led to different themes. Explain in a third paragraph how each story’s different structure helped make different meaning.
__7. Create a fun and artistic way to express the theme of your silent reading book. The next page features options that you may like, but you can choose or create your own option.

ALL SEVEN PARTS OF THIS CHECKLIST ARE DUE WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 2nd. There will be 40 minutes or so to work on Tuesday the 1st. 
Directions: Choose a creative option below to creatively express how the plot shows the theme of your independent reading novel. Then, write a brief explanation that explains how your creation shows how the plot led to the theme of your novel.
-PowerPoint presentation with multiple slides 

-Poster

-Filmed Skits (no live performances, no class time!)

-Original Dance either described move by move or filmed

-Small book with illustrations (tunnel book)

-3D model made from pipe cleaners

-A box with theme pictures on each side

-A 3D plot map

-Flow chart that uses arrows to show how the theme grows

-A series of drawn pictures (illustrations)

-Science Fair board

-A song or rap originally written. Lyrics and a description of the music OR a recording.

-Graphic novel / comic strip.

-Five paragraph argumentative essay

-Sound track of the theme that uses at least 3 songs and explains how each connects to the theme in a well-structures paragraph with text evidence

-Film a video where you interview character(s) from the novel who connect their setting and plot lead them to learn your theme.

-Create a board game using characters as pieces in which you unlock plot events to slowly reveal the theme

-Use a suitcase with theme development and setting described on the outside. Inside objects represent plot events.

-Write a short narrative that tells the story of you discovering the theme

(The same rubric will be used to grade the theme and chart as well as your project. The project is a second way to show us what you know, and just may get you to think of your theme a different  way that helps us know you know what we need you to show us you know.)

	Brainstorm / Idea Dump

	


CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.8.2
Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the text.

	Determine Theme Rubric
	4
	3-2
	1-0

	Theme is a complete sentence
	Complete sentence
	Long phrase
	One Word

	Theme reveals something profound (deep and new to you) and universal (applies to everyone) about the human struggle. 
	New learning (not for little kids)

Can apply to all of us

Involves uniqueness of human struggle
	A bit of little kid learning (never tell a lie)

Somewhat applicable to us all

Involves humanity
	Meant for young children OR

No universal OR

Doesn’t involve human struggle

	Theme avoids clichés, absolutes (sometimes/never), peachiness, and plot points of the story.
	No usual or typical phrases, no use of sometimes, never, or absolutes, nothing about plot, not preachy or morally. 
	Some usual or typical phrases, use of sometimes, never, or absolutes, plot, preachy or morally.
	Completely usual or typical phrases, use of sometimes, never, or absolutes, plot, preachy or morally.


Name:________________________________________


_____________/12

	Analyze development of Theme Rubric
	4
	3-2
	1-0

	Theme analysis explains development regarding characters beginning, middle, and end.
	Protagonist’s growth over time contributes to theme analysis.
	Protagonist’s traits are involved with theme analysis. 
	Theme analysis does not involve character

	Theme analysis explains development regarding setting beginning, middle, and end.
	Time and place contribute to theme analysis.
	
	Time and place do not contribute to theme analysis.

	Theme analysis explains development regarding plot beginning, middle, and end.
	Plot events such as rising action or climax contribute to theme analysis.
	One plot event contributes to theme analysis.
	Plot events do not contribute to theme analysis.


CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.8.2
Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the text.
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CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.8.5
Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts and analyze how the differing structure of each text contributes to its meaning and style.
	Compare/Contrast Structure Rubric
	4
	3-2
	1-0

	Compare Structure
	Explains two ways structure is similar
	Explains one way structure is similar
	Does not explain how  structure is similar

	Contrast Structure
	Explains two ways structure is different
	Explains one way structure is different
	Does not explain how structure is different

	Explain how structure leads to different meanings (themes)
	Explains how a specific plot structure is similar or different helps each author create different theme (meaning).
	Somewhat explains how a specific plot structure is similar or different helps each author create different theme (meaning).
	Does not explain how a specific plot structure is similar or different helps each author create different theme (meaning).


 Structure = Plot map. Exposition, Rising Action, Climax, Falling Action, Conflict, Resolution. Same and different for silent reading and Mango.
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Theme Project Graphic Organizers

	The theme of my silent reading book is




	The theme of The House on Mango Street is




How where the plot maps for both novels different?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

How did the differences in the plot maps create a different theme/meaning for each book?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
