Harlem

BY LANGSTON HUGHES
What happens to a dream deferred?

      Does it dry up

      like a raisin in the sun?

      Or fester like a sore—

      And then run?

      Does it stink like rotten meat?

      Or crust and sugar over—

      like a syrupy sweet?

      Maybe it just sags

      like a heavy load.

      Or does it explode?
	Words and phrases


	Meaning

	Figurative language and literary devices and type


	Meaning



	Stanzas = annotate right on the poem!


	Stanza meaning = annotate right on the poem

	Meaning of the whole poem


	How word choices, figurative language, literary devices, and stanza meaning helped you write your meaning.




CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.8.4 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts.

	Figurative and Connotative Poetry Rubric
	4
	3
	2
	1-0

	Meaning of important words and phrases are determined
	Unfamiliar vocabulary and phrases are interpreted accurately
	Some unfamiliar vocabulary and phrases are interpreted accurately
	Unfamiliar vocabulary and phrases are interpreted inaccurately
	No unfamiliar vocabulary and phrases are interpreted 

	Various types of figurative language are identified and translated to literal included connotations
	All figures of speech are correctly identified by name and translated into literal language-

Connotations are made denotations
	Some figures of speech are correctly identified by name and translated into literal language-

Some connotations are made denotations
	Few figures of speech are correctly identified by name and translated into literal language-

Connotations are not made denotations
	No figures of speech are correctly identified by name and translated into literal language-

Connotations are not made denotations

	Meaning of word choices and figurative language are connected to the meaning of the poem
	Interpreted vocabulary, phrases, figures of speech, and connotations lead to the meaning of the poem
	Interpreted vocabulary, phrases, figures of speech, and connotations lead to an unsupported meaning of the poem
	Interpreted vocabulary, phrases, figures of speech, and connotations do not  lead to the meaning of the poem
	No meaning given
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CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.8.10

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of grades 6-8 text complexity band independently and proficiently.

	Read and Comprehend the Poem
	4
	3
	2
	1-0

	Poem annotations show complete reading
	Each stanza is annotated as a unit of meaning
	Some stanzas are annotated as a unit of meaning
	Annotations are not organized by stanza
	No annotations

	Meaning of poem is explained to show poem was comprehended
	Annotations add together to make supported meaning
	Annotations add together to make unsupported meaning
	Meaning is not relevant to annotations
	No meaning given
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